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ECRN is a pilot service for cross-
border transfer of information 
related to a  citizen’s Civil Status 
at a European level. 
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•Birth certificate
•Death certificate
•Marriage licence
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Project consortium: 
• 12 participants
• 6 countries



COORDINATOR
Associazione Nazionale Ufficiali di Stato Civile ed Anagrafe – ANUSCA (Italy)
PARTNERS
Municipality of Rotterdam (Netherlands)
Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (Romania)
Comune di Bologna (Italy)
Ministry of Interior (Slovenia)
City Council Gant (Belgium)
Municipality of Bremerhaven (Germany)
CNIPA (Italy)
Inclusion Alliance for Europe GEIE (Romania)
REGULUS (Italy)
GENIS (Slovenia)
ENGINEERING (Italy)
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ECRN Project launch: 
June 2008

Project duration: 
30 months



ECRN is a part of the ICT PSP  (Information and Communication  
Technologies Policy Support Programme) initiative under the Competitive 
and Innovation Programme (CIP) which support projects with innovative 
value for advanced technological solutions. 

Sectors : eGovernment & eInclusion

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
ICT CIP 2007-2013
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ICCS Convention of 1976 

Convention on the issue of 
multilingual extracts from civil 
status records

Article 5:
• Dates shall be …
• Name of any place ...
• Identity number shall be…
• Indication of sex …
• Indication of marriage, legal 

separation, 
divorce 

• Etc…

Four pilot sites involving four 
registrar offices: 

•Municipality of Rotterdam (NL)

•Municipality of Bologna (IT)

•City Council of Gent  (BE)

•Bremerhaven  (DE) 
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October 2008

Exchange of Civil Act (birth, death, marriage etc.) 
documents among EU Member States  

ECRN Infrastructure

A : ANUSCA at 
the center of 
the ECRN 
infrastructure

B, C, D & E : 
Civil Status 
Registry 
offices
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Expected series of pilots with effective document 
transactions of a total of about 500 in the 4 sites
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A Marriage in Belgium

� Alberto is an Italian citizen of Bologna 
who currently lives in Ghent, Belgium. 

� Alberto will marry Kathleen, who is a 
Belgian citizen.

A public official in Ghent will use the ECRN 
system to inform the Register authorities of 
Bologna of the following: 

� Identification of Public Services
� Authentication of credentials
� Selection of the receiving 

Public Administration
� Preparation of information to be 

transferred
� Digital signature for sending 

Information
� Transfer using the certified electronic  e-mail 
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Scenario : 



ECRN Objectives

� 1. Increase the efficiency of local administrative actions by strengthening 
the administrations’ ability to use new technologies, thus contributing to 
time efficiency and cost effective solutions.

�

� 2. Improve the Citizen-Administration relationship by shortening delays for 
the public bodies to manage procedures and enabling citizens to reply in 
due time to requests for certification for inscriptions to schools, universities, 
and employment opportunities.

� 3. Enable the public authorities to gain immediate knowledge in case of any 
changes in a Citizens Civil status, i.e. If a citizen conceives a child, gets 
married, or dies; the public registry of her/his home country can be 
immediately updated
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ECRN Logical Infrastrusture

� Selection of the 
receiving public 
administration 
office

� Preparation of 
information to be  
transferred

� Digital signature 
for sending 
Information

� Transfer using 
certified 
electronic email

Core tasks:Deputed to 
Identity 

Management 
Issues

Identity ManagerIdentity ManagerAll the 
Document 
Transaction 
inside ECRN 
Platform will be 
tracked and 
traced

Messag
e
Deliver
y
Manag
er

Messag
e
Deliver
y
Manag
er

Handle the 
right message 
transport 
protocol to 
deliver/receive 
document ACT 

Is deputed to manage all the 
activities necessary   to digitally 
certify a civil Act request or  
response.

Digital Message Signature W.F 
Engine

Standard 
Encryptio
n Adapter 
Converter

this module contains all 
the business logic 
needed to manage and 
perform the conversions 
among different 
encryption standards

Provides And 
Manages the 
logic needed to 
access The P.As 
Directory

P.A 
Director

y 
Manage

r

Standard 
Encryptio
n Adapter
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ECRN Benefits

Civil Act 
document transfer 

Current situation ECRN

Request and response                                            Via ordinary mail or 
citizen moving

Electronic transmission

Time for obtaining 
document

2-3 months 2-3 working days

Errors in transmission
10% 0,10%
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ECRN – Work tasks

October 2008 � ••• 12
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eID challenges …

How to…
• Identify the civil servant 
• Authenticate credentials

� Identification 
� will be defined developed in 

cooperation with STORK 

(ICT PSP Pilot A)

� Authentication 
� will build on experience from 

W-Spes (eTEN)



The ECRN website

www.ecrn.eu
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Thank you for your attention

www.ecrn.eu
Project Coordinator:
ANUSCA - Associazione Nazionale Ufficiali di Stato Civile ed 

Anagrafe

anusca@ecrn.eu

EC Project Officer: 

Kjell Hansteen
kjell.hansteen@ec.europa.eu
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